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MINUTES 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

WORK SESSION 
THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2010 

7:30 P.M. 
 
The Franklin Township Committee held a work session at 7:30 P.M., Thursday,  
March 25, 2010, at the Municipal Building.  This meeting has been properly noticed in 
accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
After the flag salute, Mayor Linda Jacukowicz called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call: Scott Bauman  PRESENT Robert Shockley  PRESENT 
 
Steven Tarshis  PRESENT  Robert McGeary  PRESENT  Linda Jacukowicz  PRESENT 
 
Also present: Valerie J. Kimson, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
 
Mayor Jacukowicz moved an item up on the agenda to act on a personnel matter. 
 
Motion that Officer Hatem “Tim” Wahba is hereby suspended with pay, nunc pro tunc, 
effective March 22, 2010 pending resolution of a personnel matter. 
 
Committee Member Robert Shockley recused himself at this time and left the meeting 
room. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Bauman  
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  RECUSED      Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Motion to adopt minutes of March 1, 2010 Executive Session. 
 
Moved  McGeary Second  Bauman All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt minutes of March 11, 2010 Regular Meeting. 
 
Moved  McGeary Second  Tarshis All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt minutes of March 15, 2010 budget work session & executive session. 
 
Moved  McGeary Second  Bauman All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  Copies of correspondence made available to the public this 
evening and during regular business hours of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  George Burdick, resident 14 Matthew Drive, 
commented on his OPRA request. Paul Dahan, Pittstown Road resident, made comments 
on actions by the Committee about which he said the residents are familiar.  Bill Wild, 
Cherryville Road resident, asked about matters involving a personnel matter which the 
Committee could not disclose.   
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PUBLIC HEARING 
 

ORDINANCE 2010 – 02 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 75 OF THE CODE OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF FRANKLIN, COUNTY OF HUNTERDON, STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY ENTITLED “POLICE DEPARTMENT” 
 

Mayor Jacukowicz reported that this ordinance will need to be amended and renoticed for 
a public hearing on Thursday, April 22, 2010. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD & SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

• Finance – Tarshis/Bauman 
 
Michael Balogh, CMFO 
Ronald Mathews, Finance Director 
Mary Mastro, Tax Assessor 
Linda Swackhamer, Tax Collector 
 
Steven Tarshis read the Tax Collector’s monthly report into the record and it has been 
made a part of these official minutes. 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Motion to authorize payment of bills as presented with the exception of Check # 7999,  
Day Pitney, LLP, in the amount of $18,319.95 . 
 
The Committee questioned the most recent voucher from Day Pitney. 
 
Current    $175,281.86 
Hold Ck # 7999   $(18.319.95) 
Twp. of Franklin Capital 
 Trust Account   $       812.50 
Twp. of Franklin Affordable 
 Housing Trust   $        90.00 
Escrow     $  1,319.64 
 
TOTAL    $159,184.05 
 
The Committee had questions on other bills and were satisfied regarding the validity. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 – 27 Transfers. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Shockley 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
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Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 – 28 Redemption of outside lien, Tax Sale 
Certificate #09-2. 
 
Moved  Shockley   Second  McGeary 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 

• Police Dept., Public Safety & Emergency Mgt. – Shockley/McGeary 
 
Dominick Zeveney, Officer in Charge 
Ken Mandoli, Police Director & OEM Coordinator 
 
Ken Mandoli reported on the recent rainstorm damages in the municipality in the amount 
of $85,000 for which he’s putting in a claim to the County – includes $70,000 erosion to 
Hamden Road & Lower Landsdown Road and $15,000 shed at Municipal Garage roof.  It 
appears we may meet the amount needed for declaration of emergency and we may be 
getting some money.  Mr. Mandoli has a meeting scheduled for tomorrow morning with 
the Water Authority and the County Roads & Bridges Department. 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 - 26 Approving Place-to-Place Transfer of 
Liquor License, Clinton Wine and Spirits Relocating at WalMart Plaza, effective May 2, 
1010. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Tarshis 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 

• Dept. of Public Works – Jacukowicz/Shockley 
 
Alan Dilley, DPW Supervisor 
 
Robert Shockley reported on the damage done to the shed roof at the Municipal Garage, 
aftermath of heavy rainstorm.  The insurance adjuster has been out and we will get about 
$8,000 from the insurance company.  The DPW has applied to the township for a 
demolition permit and they’ve done asbestos abatement.  Alan Dilley is requesting that it 
be replaced.  Robert Shockley thought the Committee may want to consider a 30x40 pole 
barn.  Need to get pricing.  Robert Shockley also reported that Alan Dilley is working 
nicely with the Samuel Willson Road residents regarding snow plow damage.  Regarding 
the relocation of mailboxes, the site plan approval given has the mailboxes located in the 
spots they’re in and the residents won’t move them. 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 – 19 Declaring Certain Personal Property 
Not Needed for Public Use. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Shockley 
 
 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
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• Administration – Jacukowicz/Bauman 
 
Ursula Stryker, RMC 
Susan Dean, Clerical Assistant 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 – 03A Authorizing Contract for 
Professional Services for the Township of Franklin, Hunterdon County, New Jersey 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Tarshis 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 

• Planning, Zoning & Construction – Jacukowicz/Bauman 
 
Mark Fornaciari, Construction Official 
John Barczyk, Zoning Officer 
Lloyd Wismer, Fair Housing Administrator 
Peter Enea, Perc Witness 
 
Scott Bauman updated the Township Committee on Land Use Board activities.  
Applications for cell tower at Oak Grove is ongoing.  Robert Shockley asked if Day 
Pitney has a conflict of interest in representing the cell tower application since they are 
representing the township in a litigation matter.  Ms. Kimson will look into this.  Paul 
Dahan commented on the 2 cell tower applications before the LUB:  Oak Grove Road 
and a co-locator at the Quakertown Recreation Club.  The LUB would also like the 
Township Committee to review the Lighting Ordinance which has been circulated.  Steve 
Tarshis had previously submitted comments and will look for them.  Scott also reported 
on the LUB approval of Ordinance 2010 – 03 and finding consistency with the Master 
Plan.   The Ag Advisory Committee reported they do not support it but gave no reasons.  
Robert McGeary said he had a conversation with Tom Meyer, Chairman of the Ag 
Advisory Committee, and he expressed disappointment that there wasn’t a lot of 
precision in the action taken by the Ag Advisory.  Tom suggested discussing their 
position with Ted Blew.  Paul Dahan suggested speaking with Susan Blew who is a 
member of the Ag Advisory Committee.  Robert McGeary, Scott Bauman, Tom Meyer 
and Susan Blew will meet to discuss the matter. 
 
Robert McGeary commented on the township receiving a copy of the COAH Task Force 
Report to the Governor. 
 
REMINDER: Public Hearing, Thursday, April 8, 2010 for Ordinance 2010 – 03. 
 

• Open Space/Farmland Preservation – Jacukowicz/McGeary 
 
Robert McGeary commented on John Demarrais’s report back in March.  The Finance 
Director has followed up and an application has been made for reimbursement from the 
SADC of some funds on the Passerello and Stephens farms. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH – No need for a meeting this evening. 
 

• Health, Recreation & Environmental Commission – Bauman 
 
Scott Bauman reported that the Environmental Commission meets on Monday, March 29.  
He also received an email from a resident re County replacement plan and removal of 
trees in Quakertown.  The Recreation Commission has an Easter Egg Hunt scheduled for 
April 2 at the South Ridge Community Church.  Scott recommended improved 
communication and cooperation between township officers in planning events in light of 
2 Easter Egg Hunts being sponsored by the township.  The Township Committee is also 
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in receipt of a letter of resignation from Steve Wasser, Recreation Commission member.  
Scott Bauman will meet with Kevin Suydam who expressed an interest in being 
appointed to the Rec Commission.  Since the Commission finds it difficult to obtain a 
quorum at meetings, there was some discussion about looking into whether we could 
have a Recreation Committee rather than a Commission.  Scott will work with the school 
to see if there is anyone interested in serving on recreation. 
 
Motion to Approve Raffles License Application RA 65 Bonnie Brae, 
Polo Event, June 23, 2010 pending satisfactory background check. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Shockley 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to accept, with regret, resignation of Steve Wasser, Recreation Commissioner, 
effective March 22, 2010. 
 
Moved  McGeary Second  Tarshis All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

• Municipal Court – Tarshis 
 
Steve Tarshis reported that the last meeting was just an update session.  He also reported 
on court receipts for the month of February:  $3,611.50 in fines and $3,265.44 in costs for 
a total of $6,876.94. 
 

• School Liaison – Tarshis 
 
Steve Tarshis plans to attend the school board public hearing on the 2010-2011 budget 
scheduled for Monday, March 29.   
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  None 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE, NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
AND ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COMMITTEE  None 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution to enter executive session at 8:25 P.M. for discussion 
of matters pertaining to personnel and litigation.  Action may be taken upon return to 
open session at approximately 9:00 P.M. 
 
Moved  Tarshis   Second  McGeary 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
The Township Committee took a 5 minute break before executive session. 
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RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
Motion to return to open session to adjourn. 
 
Moved  McGeary  Second  Shockley All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:12 P.M. 
 
Moved  Tarshis  Second  Shockley All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ursula V. Stryker, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
 
DATE OF ADOPTION:__________________________ 


