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Twp. Comm. Work Sess. 
Thursday, April 22, 2010 

MINUTES 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

WORK SESSION 
THURSDAY, APRIL 22, 2010 

6:30 P.M. 
 

The Franklin Township Committee held a work session at 6:30 P.M., Thursday, 
April 22, 2010, at the Municipal Building.  This meeting has been properly 
noticed in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act. 
 
Mayor Linda Jacukowicz called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call: Scott Bauman  PRESENT  Robert Shockley  ABSENT 
 

Steven Tarshis  PRESENT   Robert McGeary  PRESENT 
 
    Linda Jacukowicz  PRESENT 
 
Also present:  Valerie J. Kimson, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
   John O’Reilly, Esq., Special Counsel 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution authorizing executive session for the purpose 
of discussing matters pertaining to personnel and matters of attorney-client 
privilege.  Any formal action required will be taken upon return to open session at 
7:30 P.M. to reconvene the work session. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Bauman 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION at 7:30 P.M. TO RECONVENE WORK SESSION 
 
Moved  McGeary Second  Bauman All present in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
After the flag salute, Mayor Jacukowicz called for reconvening the work session.  
Mayor Jacukowicz announced to the public that the Committee met earlier in 
executive session to discuss a personnel issue.  She announced the need for a 
special meeting at 7:30 P.M., Thursday, April 29, 2010 to discuss a personnel 
issue in executive session and upon return to open session action will be taken. 
 
Some members of the public present: Ken Mandoli, Ron Mathews, Bill Wild, 
Vigdis Austad, George Burdick, Lloyd Wismer, Dan Connor, Marty Bercaw 
 
Motion to schedule a special meeting for executive session at 7:30 P.M., 
Thursday, April 29, 2010 at the Municipal Building for discussing a personnel 
issue.  Action will be taken in open session. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Tarshis 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
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ADOPTION OF MINUTES 
 
Motion to adopt minutes of March 22, 2010 Special Meeting & Executive 
Session. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Tarshis 
 
AYES:  Tarshis, McGeary, Jacukowicz 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Shockley 
ABSTAIN: Bauman 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt minutes of April 1, 2010 Special Meeting.   
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Tarshis 
 
AYES:  Tarshis, McGeary, Jacukowicz 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Shockley 
ABSTAIN: Bauman 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to adopt minutes of April 8, 2010 Regular Meeting & Executive Session.   
 
Moved  Bauman  Second  Jacukowicz 
 
AYES:  Bauman, Jacukowicz 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Shockley 
ABSTAIN: McGeary, Tarshis 
 
Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE  Copies of correspondence made available to the public 
this evening and during regular business hours of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  Jim Passerello, 436 Quakertown Road, 
addressed the Committee on the defeated school budget and urged the 
Committee to stand behind the Governor and reducing taxes.  George Burdick 
asked about the re-scheduling of a public hearing on Ordinance 2010 – 02. 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD & SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

• Finance – Tarshis/Bauman 
 
Michael Balogh, CMFO 
Ronald Mathews, Finance Director 
Mary Mastro, Tax Assessor 
Linda Swackhamer, Tax Collector 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 
Motion to authorize payment of bills as presented. 
 
Moved  Tarshis    Second  McGeary 
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Current     $63,404.90 
 
Twp. of Franklin Open Space,  ($2,630.50) Void lost check   
 Recreation, Farmland &   $2,630.50   Replaces Check # 129 
 Historic Preservation Trust  $   0.00 
 
Twp. of Franklin Capital Trust  $    218.75 
 
Escrow     $  3,833.41 
 
TOTAL     $67,457.06 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 – 31 Late Introduction of Budget. 
 
Moved  Bauman   Second  McGeary 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Steve Tarshis addressed the difficulty this year in preparing the budget and the 
budget presented for approval this evening has no increase in local tax again.  
This is the 7th year in which local taxes have remained the same while 
maintaining a respectable amount of surplus.  Ron Mathews, Finance Director, 
commented also:  this year’s budget is $183,000 less than the 2009 budget. 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 – 32 Approval of 2010 Municipal 
Budget. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Bauman 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 

• Police Dept., Public Safety & Emergency Mgt. – Shockley/McGeary 
 
Dominick Zeveney, Officer in Charge 
Ken Mandoli, Police Director & OEM Coordinator 
 
Ken Mandoli updated the Committee on the Hamden Road project completed – 
road erosion.  The state of emergency will be lifted.  County would like to plant 
some trees to help with soil erosion.  It was suggested that Bill Wild contact John 
Glynn, Director, regarding species of trees to be planted. 
 
Ken Mandoli also reported that the Live-Scan equipment has been installed in 
the Police Department.  This equipment was secured by grant funding at no cost 
to the township at this time.   A direct line from the State’s router to ours needs to 
be installed and Ken has received an estimate for the work in the amount of 
$300.00 authorized by the Committee. 
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Mr. Mandoli also reported a Clinton County Run coming through Franklin 
Township is scheduled for Saturday and the CERT team will assist with traffic 
control. 
 

• Department of Public Works – Jacukowicz/Shockley 
 
Alan Dilley, DPW Supervisor 
 
The Committee discussed quotes received for building replacement at the 
Municipal Garage. 
 
Motion to accept the proposal submitted by Pioneer Pole Buildings in the amount 
of $12,255.00, the lowest quote received, subject to legal documents to be 
reviewed by the Municipal Attorney. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Bauman 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 

• Administration – Jacukowicz/Bauman 
 
Ursula Stryker, Municipal Clerk 
Susan Dean, Clerical Assistant 
 
Mayor Jacukowicz reported on the subcommittee meeting with Ron Mathews 
regarding some Administrative issues and the Mayor and Scott Bauman will be 
working on drawing up some new job descriptions. 
 
Scott Bauman reported on the Municipal Clerk sending out a memo to some 
boards and commissions reminding them they are subject to the requirements of 
the Open Public Meetings Act and the need to properly notice public meetings 
and keep minutes and a record of attendance for all members.   
 
The Tax Collector submitted her monthly report which is being made a part of 
these official minutes. 
 

• Planning, Zoning & Construction – Jacukowicz/Bauman 
 
Mark Fornaciari, Construction Official 
John Barczyk, Zoning Officer 
Lloyd Wismer, Fair Housing Administrator 
Peter Enea, Perc Witness 
 
Scott Bauman reported on meeting with the Construction Official and reviewing a 
summary of permits issued:  January through March, 2009, 40 permits issued 
including CCOs and penalties, fees collected $9,800.  This year during the same 
time period: 57 permits issued, including CCOs and penalties, fees collected 
$13,900.  He also reported on various Land Use Board activities discussed at the 
last work session all of which are contained in the LUB minutes now available. 
 
There was discussion at this time about adopting a resolution opposing the “time 
of decision” rule.  The bill is on the Governor’s desk for signing.    
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 – 34 Opposing S-82 and A-437, 
Time of Decision Rule. 
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Moved  McGeary   Second  Tarshis 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Mayor Jacukowicz will bring this resolution to the Land Use Board’s attention at 
their April 28, 2010 meeting. 
 
 Ms. Kimson reported on receiving correspondence from Diane Gunson’s 
attorney regarding the recently adopted Maintenance Agreement.  Ms. Kimson 
will review and report back to the Township Committee. 
 
OTHER FINANCE MATTERS 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution for Deferral of School Taxes. 
 
Moved  Tarshis   Second  McGeary 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution for Items of General Revenue, Body Armor 
Fund $646.51, Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund $1,450.00, and Emergency 
Management Fund $5,000.00. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Bauman 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 

• Planning, Zoning & Construction 
 
Rogers Pond:  The Municipal Engineer will be meeting with the DEP to learn the 
status of the dam.  Rick Roseberry estimates about 4 hours of work and 
estimates $500.  Robert McGeary would like to attend the meeting. 
 
Motion to authorize an expenditure in the amount of $500.00 for the Municipal 
Engineer to meet with the DEP on Rogers Pond. 
 
Moved  Bauman   Second  McGeary 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  NAY 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
• Open Space/Farmland Preservation – Jacukowicz/McGeary 
 
No report. 
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8:00 P.M.  BOARD OF HEALTH  No applications for consideration. 
 
Mr. McGeary commented on the need to design a form for insertion into the 
newsletter regarding the recently adopted Septic Maintenance Ordinance.  
Environmental Commission and the County Department of Health should also 
review the form. 
 
REMINDER:  May 13, 2010 Board of Health applicant Joseph Tinnes, Block 30 
Lot 4 for possible septic system waivers. 
 
• Health, Recreation & Environmental Commission – Bauman 
 
Scott Bauman reported:   Environmental Commission will be meeting on Monday, 
April 26.  Recreation Commission held on another successful Fishing Derby.  
The Quakertown Recreation Commission provided refreshments. The Rec 
Commission will discuss their summer recreation program at their next meeting.   
 
Motion to Approve Raffles Applications #66 and #67 Franklin Township 
School PTA pending satisfactory fingerprint checks. 
 
Moved  McGeary   Second  Tarshis 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE Shockley  ABSENT  Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  AYE Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Ella Haver, Senior Citizen Coordinator, submitted her monthly report which was 
read into the record by Robert McGeary and made a part of these official 
minutes. 
 
• Insurance – Tarshis 
 
Ursula Stryker updated the Committee on the PAIC policies and procedures 
manual being updated in order for the township to be eligible for incentives.  
Manual has been updated along with additional policies to be adopted.  Civil 
Rights Resolution also needs to be adopted. 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010-33 Civil Rights Resolution. 
 
Moved  Tarshis Second  McGeary All present in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Motion to Adopt Updated Policies and Procedures for Municipal Excess Liability 
Joint Insurance Fund Eligibility for Incentives. 
 
Moved  Tarshis Second  McGeary All present in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
• Municipal Court – Tarshis 
 
No report. 
 
• School Liaison – Tarshis 
 
Due to the defeated Franklin Township School budget, there is a need to 
schedule a special meeting with the school board. 
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Motion to schedule a special meeting with the Franklin Township School Board at 
7:30 P.M., Tuesday, May 4, 2010 at the Quakertown Fire Company for the  
purpose of discussing the defeated Franklin Township School budget.  Action 
may be taken at this meeting. 
 
Moved  McGeary Second  Tarshis All present in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  Lloyd Wismer addressed the Committee on 
possible affordable housing applicants.  Mr. Wismer was advised to proceed with 
the applications and Mayor Jacukowicz will discuss this matter with the Land Use 
Board on how they may want to proceed and what plans they may need to 
review.  Bill Wild reported on the 2 diseased Maple trees removed from the front 
of the Municipal Building.  There was some discussion about replacement trees 
or shrubs.  It was suggested that Bill Wild speak to August Knispel regarding 
whether or not the trees removed were ceremonial.  Bill Wild also commented on 
some previous articles in the Township Newsletter.  Dan Connor reported on 
informational meetings for the public held at the Quakertown Fire Company.  Dan 
also suggested the Township Committee recognize Fred Polacsek with a 
resolution for his 90th birthday in May.  Mr. Polacsek served on the Committee 
and was also a Mayor.   
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC, NON-AGENDA ITEMS AND ANY OTHER 
BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE  Mayor 
Jacukowicz said that Robert Shockley will meet with Williams Natural Gas when 
the Dallas representatives visit the municipality the week of May 3.   
 
There is no need to return to executive session at this time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:00 P.M. 
 
Moved  McGeary  Second  Bauman All present in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ursula V. Stryker, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
 
DATE OF ADOPTION:_________________________ 
 


