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MINUTES 
FRANKLIN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 

SPECIAL EMERGENCY MEETING 
TUESDAY, MAY 18, 2010 

5:00 P.M. 
 

The Franklin Township Committee held a special emergency meeting at 5:00 P.M., 
Tuesday, May 18, 2010, at the Municipal Building.   
 
The Municipal Attorney announced to the public that notice of this special emergency 
meeting has been properly noticed in order to meet the State’s deadline to certify the 
Township’s review of the defeated Franklin Township School budget which is required to 
be certified by law by May 19, 2010.  The Township adopted a resolution on May 13, 
2010; however, the Township received new data yesterday which must be addressed in a 
revised resolution.  Therefore, in order to meet the May 19th deadline the Committee 
noticed this meeting pursuant to notice fax’d to the Hunterdon County Democrat, the 
Express-Times, and posted in the Municipal Building as required by law because the 
need for this meeting could not reasonably be foreseen before yesterday.  
 
Mayor Linda Jacukowicz called the meeting to order. 
 
Roll Call: Scott Bauman  PRESENT Robert Shockley  PRESENT 
 
Steven Tarshis  PRESENT Robert McGeary  ABSENT  Linda Jacukowicz  PRESENT 
 
Also present: Valerie J. Kimson, Esq., Municipal Attorney 
  Anthony Ardito, Forensic Accountant for the Township 
 
Some public present:  Dolores Wright, Bill Wild, Kathy Piparo, Jim Stryker, Richard 
Cavallaro, Ken Mandoli, Janine Gordon, Vigdis Austad, Joanne Coe, Toni Wolak, Patty 
DeVletter, Gary Gordon, Ken Weiss, School Superintendent Dr. Chrys Harttraft, School 
Board President Chris Piparo, School Business Administrator John Gomez 
 
Comments from the Public:  Chris Piparo addressed the Township Committee on the 
reductions proposed and the sharing of information with the township.  He also 
commented on the effect of the reduction.   
 
The Mayor commented on the efforts made by the Township Committee to work with the 
school.  She also commented on the majority of the township voters defeating the budget 
at the election.   
 
Laurie Vail, resident 10 Tara Way, commented on lesser reductions to the school budget 
made by other Township Committee’s in the County. Ken Weiss, resident Upper 
Kingtown Road, asked the Committee to consider a lesser reduction.  Paul Dahan, 
resident Pittstown Road, also commented on the budget in general.  He also pointed out  
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an article in the local newspaper regarding Greenwich Township’s school budget going to 
the State Dept. of Education for resolution.    
 
Dr. Harttraft commented on the education currently provided by the district and the 
effects of reductions:  township would lose a private-like school in a public environment.  
She commented on the benefits in a small school providing individual attention.  
 
Dolores Wright, resident Cherryville Road, commented on education and property 
values.  Joanne Coe, resident Sidney School Road, Gary and Janine Gordon, residents 
Pine Hill Road, also commented on the school budget. 
 
At this time Mr. Ardito addressed the rationale behind the reductions proposed resolution.  
He also provided the Township Committee with a spread sheet regarding the figures.  He 
also commented on the need to revise the resolution adopted on May 13 to deal with the 
adjustments that need to be made.   
 
John Gomez, FTS Business Administrator also commented on the school’s funds and 
clarified last year’s surplus already being used to fund the current budget.  Surplus from 
the 2010-2011 budget won’t be available until 2012. 
 
Mayor Linda Jacukowicz read the proposed resolution in its entirety into record. 
 
Motion to Adopt Resolution 2010 – 36A  Resolution of the Township 
Committee of the Township of Franklin, Hunterdon County, New Jersey in Regard to 
Certification of the Local Tax Levy for the Franklin Township School District. 
 
Moved  Jacukowicz   Second  Tarshis 
 
The Committee made comments on the resolution and explained their role in this process.  
Mr. Shockley was not in favor of the $298,000 reduction since the school does not have 
the surplus or debt service funds available for this budget. 
 
Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  NAY Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  ABSENT Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Motion to adopt a Resolution to enter executive session at 6:45 P.M. for discussion of 
matters pertaining to litigation.  No formal action is anticipated upon return to open 
session at approximately 7:00 P.M. 
 
Moved  Shockley   Second  Bauman 
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Roll Call Vote: Bauman  AYE  Shockley  AYE Tarshis  AYE 
 
    McGeary  ABSENT Jacukowicz  AYE 
 
Motion carried. 
 
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 
Motion to return to open session at 7:00 P.M. to adjourn. 
 
Moved  Shockley Second  Tarshis All present in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:00 P.M. 
 
Moved  Shockley Second  Tarshi s All present in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Ursula V. Stryker, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 
 
DATE OF ADOPTION:_____________________________  
 


